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ignorance of the situation demanded an immediate offensive
against the Moslems. They might have been negligible but
that they received the powerful support of the Military
Orders. Raymond continued as regent for Baldwin V, the
young son of Sibylla's first marriage. But he died in 1186,
and then the " foreigners " obtained the election of Guy of
Lusignan as king.

Raymond had given the kingdom a further breathing Saladin*s
space by making a truce in 1185 with Saladin. It was one
of the foreign adventurers, Reginald of Chatillon, who brought
about a renewal of war. Forced to leave Antioch on the
death of Constance, he had acquired by a second marriage
the county of Montreal in Transjordania. In 1182 he per-
formed a daring exploit when he advanced to the Red Sea
and managed to establish there a small fleet, which for a year
was a danger to Moslem pilgrims to Mecca, until at last he
was driven off by Saladin. He took his revenge in 1187,
when he plundered a caravan containing a sister of Saladin,
but this flagrant breach of the truce provoked Saladin to
immediate action. He proclaimed a Holy War, and crossing
the Jordan in May fell upon the combined forces of the
Military Orders at Nazareth and completely routed them.
In face of the common peril the Christians united at last
under the banner of the king of Jerusalem, and Guy, impatient
of the prudent caution of Raymond, determined to give battle
at once. Outmanoeuvred and forced to fight under the hot
midday sun, the Christian army, exhausted by heat and
thirst, was cut to pieces at Hittin on July 4. The king him-
self and many of his leading followers were taken prisoners;
among them Reginald of Chatillon, on whom Saladin took
his revenge by executing him with his own hand. After this The capture
disastrous defeat the Christians could put up little resistance.
Jerusalem fell at the first assault on October 4, and by the
end of the year Tyre was the only important place in the
kingdom that the Moslems had not captured. The princi-
pality of Antioch remained intact, and Tripolis was saved by
the timely appearance of a Norman fleet in 1188. These were
all that were salved out of the wreckage of the Latin States.

The disaster did, however, galvanise the West into action
again.   The recapture of Jerusalem appeared as a more